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import duties or customs. Excise means the levying
of similar duties upon certain commodities, not at the
ports (for most of them are made at home) but when
they come to be used by the public. Beer and tobacco
are the most important examples, but the entertain-
ment tax, levied as an additon to the cost of admission
to cinemas and theatres, follows the same plan of
taxing luxuries which are nevertheless used by poor
as well as rich. There is also a heavy tax (about one-
half the total cost) on petrol, which not only affects
motor-owners directly, but is passed on to millions of
others in the increased price of their bus tickets.
Another form of taxation, which is levied in a sense
directly though not as a percentage on income, is the
licence or stamp duty, which has to be paid (usually
by a simple Post Office transaction) in order to keep
a dog or fire a gun, give a budding solicitor or
accountant his articles, and to render a cheque or a
receipt valid.
But direct taxation, properly speaking, is controlled
by another very large Government Department, the
Board of Inland Revenue, with its inspectors and
collectors scattered all over the country. These officials
require a full annual return to be made by each indi-
vidual taxpayer showing his income from all sources.
As the limit of exemption from payment is as low as
.£2 i2S. per week (£135 per annum) for a single person
without dependants, rising to £350 per annum for a
man with a wife and two children to support, this
means that yearly about nine million persons are
due to pay a certain proportion of their income—
varying with the number of dependants and the rate
(so many shillings in the £) fixed by the Chancellor in
his Budget—as their main contribution to the cost of

